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Presentation Overview

• Why childhood hearing loss matters

• Barriers to early detection

• Multidisciplinary approach

• Three strategies

• Integration & boarder impact

• Key takeaways
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Why Childhood Hearing Loss Matters

34 million children have hearing loss (WHO, 2021)
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Barriers to Early Detection 

• No nationwide hearing screening for babies (Ministry of Health, 2023)

• Lack of trained professionals in hearing health care (Ahmad et al., 2013)

• Lack of awareness of hearing among healthcare professionals and parents
(Wong et al., 2019; Mazlan & Othman, 2023)

• A lack of culturally adapted materials for local use (Mohd Yusoff et al.,2019)
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Multidisciplinary Approach
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Strategies

Strategy 1: Adapt &
evaluate a tool for teachers

Strategy 2: Create & assess
an online training for
healthcare practitioners

Strategy 3: Develop &
evaluate an online hearing
aid module for parents
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Strategy 1: Empowering Teachers
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Strategy 1: Teachers
Domain DPOAE Screening Results Total

Pass Refer

Communication

Pass 56 14 70

At-risk 1 7 8

Total 57 21 7855

Social Behaviour

Pass 55 14 71

At-risk 1 7 7

Total 56 21 78

Domain Test Performance

Sensitivity Specificity

Communication

87.5 80
Social 

Behaviour
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Strategy 2: Healthcare Practitioners
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Strategy 2: Healthcare Practitioners
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Strategy 3: Parents
• Limited understanding & confidence

• Busy schedules

• Emotional barriers

• Information overload

• Travelling can be difficult
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Strategy 3: Parents
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Strategy 3: Parents
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Bringing It Together

• Bridges gaps between home, school, and clinic

• Strengthen referral pathways and continuity of care

• Creates shared responsibility across disciplines

• Improves equity in access to early hearing care
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Broader Impact

• Children: earlier intervention, better language, learning, and social outcomes

• Families: quicker action, greater confidence, less stress

• Schools: better classroom participation, reduced academic delays

• Healthcare system: fewer late referrals, more efficient use of limited resources

• Society: educated, independent, and contributing
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Key Takeaways

• Empower teachers, parents, and healthcare providers

• Practical tools can make a real difference

• Multidisciplinary collaboration = better futures for children
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Thank You!
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